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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 MEDWAY RESIDENCE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Gregory S. Kay & Jodie A. Mendelson, Trustees 
 Kay Mendelson Trust 
 146 North Harvard Boulevard 
 Los Angeles, CA  90004 
 
 Mario and Letha Tan, Trustees 
 M. & L. Tan Family Trust 
 146 North Harvard Boulevard 
 Los Angeles, CA  90004 
 
PREPARER: Charles J. Fisher 
 140 South Avenue 57 
 Los Angeles, CA  90042 
 
   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: June 17, 2021 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original expiration date 
of July 17, 2021 is tolled, and a revised date will 
be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also 
apply. 
 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-1133-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-1135-CE   
 
Location: 146 North Harvard Boulevard 
Council District: 10 – Ridley-Thomas 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Land Use: Low II Residential 
Zoning: R1-1 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Wilshire Center – Koreatown 
Legal Description: Tract 818, Lot 53, Arb 2 and  
                              Lot 54, Arb 2 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
  
  
Attachments: Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—May 18, 2021 
 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 
 

• The Medway Residence “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, 
or method of construction” as an excellent and intact example of the Airplane Bungalow 
variation of the Craftsman architectural style. 
 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Medway Residence is a two-story single-family residence located on the east side of N. 
Harvard Boulevard between W. Beverly Boulevard and W. 1st Street in the Wilshire Center 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. Built in 1912, the subject property was designed in the Airplane 
Bungalow variation of the Craftsman architectural style by contractor Edward P. Klinkner. Klinkner 
constructed the residence as a speculative project and sold the property to John and Emily 
Medway during construction. Mrs. and Mr. Medway resided at the subject property until they 
passed away in 1931 and 1940, respectively. 
 
Square in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with wide horizontal wood 
siding. It has a low-pitched, multi-gabled roof with composition shingles and wide, open eaves 
featuring bargeboards, exposed rafter rails, and purlins. The primary, west-facing elevation is 
asymmetrically composed and features a porch sheltered by a front-facing gable roof supported 
by square piers. The front entrance is located near the center of the west-facing elevation, 
underneath the porch gable, and consists of a paneled, unglazed door accessed by concrete 
steps. To the right of the entrance is a tripartite set of windows consisting of a large, fixed window 
flanked by double-hung windows. The second story comprises a smaller volume that is set above 
and back from the façades of the first story. Fenestration consists of double-hung wood windows, 
wood casement windows, and fixed wood windows. The interior features paneled doors, built-in 
cabinetry, boxed beam ceilings, hardwood floors, exposed ceiling beams, and a brick fireplace. 
 
The subject property has experienced minor alterations that include the construction of a garage 
in 1933, and the remodel of the kitchen at an unknown date. During the Commission site visit, it 
was observed that the residence is currently undergoing a rehabilitation project that involves 
reconstructing original ceiling and window details, a sensitive kitchen and bathroom remodel, 
removing non-original wall paneling in the bedrooms, and restoring the front porch that was 
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enclosed at an unknown date. In addition, staff noted that the original unpainted brick front porch 
and supports had been stuccoed and painted. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Medway Residence meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria. 
 
The subject property “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method 
of construction” as an excellent and intact example of the Airplane Bungalow variation of the 
Craftsman architectural style. Hallmarks of the style, as exhibited by the subject property, include 
the “pop-up” second story, low-pitched gable roof with wide eaves and exposed rafter tails, wood 
clapboard siding, and prominent projecting front entrance porch. Other distinctive features include 
the wood built-ins, decorative wood ceiling beams, and wood floors. 
 
Despite some minor alterations, the Medway Residence retains a high level of integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its significance. 
 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Medway Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with 
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that 
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with 
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts 
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.  
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and 
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new 
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
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protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2021-1135-CE was prepared on May 19, 2021.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On February 9, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On March 4, 
2021, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration. 
In accordance with Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10, on March 16, 2021, the 
owner requested up to a 60-day extension to the time for the Commission to act. On May 18, 
2021, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Kennard and Milofsky 
conducted a site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic 
Resources. The original expiration date of July 17, 2021 is tolled, and a revised date will be 
determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 
Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and 
Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period. Please note that other State law provisions may also 
apply. 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 MEDWAY RESIDENCE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Gregory S. Kay & Jodie A. Mendelson, Trustees 
 Kay Mendelson Trust 
 146 North Harvard Boulevard 
 Los Angeles, CA  90004 
 
 Mario and Letha Tan, Trustees 
 M. & L. Tan Family Trust 
 146 North Harvard Boulevard 
 Los Angeles, CA  90004 
 
PREPARER: Charles J. Fisher 
 140 South Avenue 57 
 Los Angeles, CA  90042 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: March 4, 2021 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of March 11, 2021 per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is 
tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order 
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority 
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising 
Expiration of Emergency Orders 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-1133-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-1135-CE   
 
Location: 146 North Harvard Boulevard 
Council District: 10 – Ridley-Thomas 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Wilshire Center – Koreatown 
Legal Description: Tract 818, Lot 53, Arb 2 and  
                              Lot 54, Arb 2 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Medway Residence is a two-story single-family residence located on the east side of N. 
Harvard Boulevard between W. Beverly Boulevard and W. 1st Street in the Wilshire Center 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. Built in 1912, the subject property was designed in the Airplane 
Bungalow variation of the Craftsman architectural style by contractor Edward P. Klinkner. Klinkner 
constructed the residence as a speculative project and sold the property to John and Emily 
Medway during construction. Mrs. and Mr. Medway resided at the subject property until they 
passed away in 1931 and 1940, respectively. 
 
Square in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with wide horizontal wood 
siding. It has a low-pitched, multi-gabled roof with composition shingles and wide, open eaves 
featuring bargeboards, exposed rafter rails, and purlins. The primary, west-facing elevation is 
asymmetrically composed and features a porch sheltered by a front-facing gable roof supported 
by square piers. The front entrance is located near the center of the west-facing elevation, 
underneath the porch gable, and consists of a paneled, unglazed door accessed by concrete 
steps. To the right of the entrance is a tripartite set of windows consisting of a large, fixed window 
flanked by double-hung windows. The second story comprises a smaller volume that is set above 
and back from the façades of the first story. Fenestration consists of double-hung wood windows, 
wood casement windows, and fixed wood windows. The interior features paneled doors, built-in 
cabinetry, boxed beam ceilings, hardwood floors, exposed ceiling beams, and a brick fireplace. 
 
The subject property has experienced minor alterations that include the construction of a garage 
in 1933, and the remodel of the kitchen and installation of paneling in bedrooms at unknown dates. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
On February 9, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 
30-day expiration date of March 11, 2021 per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 



Medway Residence First Owner/Tenant

146 N. Harvard Boulevard 90004 10

146-148 N. Harvard Boulevard Hollywood

5517-017-025 Tract No. 818  N/A Arb 2

N 20 Feet of Lot 53 and S 30 Feet of Lot 54

1912 None

Edward P. Klinkner Edward P. Klinkner

Single Family Residence Single Family Residence

Craftsman, Airplane Bungalow 2 Square

Wood Brick

Wood clapboards Select

Gable, crossed Gable, front

Composition shingle Composition shingle

Double-hung Fixed

Wood Wood

Off-center Select

Paneled, unglazed Select



     1914 Property hooked up to city sewer.

     1933 Garage constructed

  Unknown Kitchen remodeled, paneling installed in bedrooms (recently removed). 

     2020 Ongoing work to restore interior and upgrade kitchen and bathrooms.

     

      

     

     

   



Jodie A. Mendelson

146 N. Harvard Boulevard Los Angeles CA

90004 661-993-5782 jodieannemendelson@gmail.com

Gregory Kay & Jodie A. Mendelson Trustees of the Kay/Mendelson Living Trust

146 N. Harvard Boulevard Los Angeles CA

90004 661-993-5782 gregoryskay@gmail.com

Charles J. Fisher

140 S. Avenue 57 Highland Park CA

90042 323-256-3593 arroyoseco@hotmail.com





Medway Residence 

Architectural Description 
 
The Medway Residence is a two-story Craftsman “Airplane” Bungalow, clad in 
wide siding, constructed in a square building plan with asymmetrical arrangement 
of windows and front porch spanning the right front under the larger of two low 
front gables and a smaller second story set center of the front facade.  The front 
entry, consisting of a single panel wooden door is slightly to the left of the porch 
with a tripartite set of windows to the right, consisting of a large multi-light fixed-
pane window flanked by two small double-hung windows.  The porch has a 
concrete deck and is approached by a three riser concrete staircase and is supported 
by three square wooden pillars set atop battered brick piers.  The house has a total 
of seven gables, five at the first story plus the two gable ends of the second story 
“cockpit”, which has a square fixed pane window flanked by two tall casement 
windows, all having a band of square lights at the top. 
 
Architectural details include wide open eaves supported by square purlins and 
triangular brackets, double hung wooden windows, some with a band of vertical 
rectangular muntins at the top of the upper sashes with wide framing and extended 
lintels.  A long horizontal rectangular wooden vent with vertical posts in the 
opening and a large square sill supported by five small purlins is at the center of 
the pediment of the main front gable.   A brick chimney is against the South 
facade, poking through the composition roof. 
 
Interior features include built-in cabinetry with multi-lite glass doors in the living 
room and a large buffet in the dining room, box beam ceilings, a large wooden 
crown molding in the dining room and a slightly smaller wooden crown molding in 
the living room, hardwood floors throughout the house, a glass insert door 
matching the window design in the dining room, single panel wooden doors in the 
formal areas and five panel wooden doors in the more private areas, including a 
windowed door between the kitchen and utility room. A built-in window seat in the 
front bedroom, built in cabinetry in bedroom closet and linen cabinetry in hallway. 
 
A two car garage (built in 1933) is located to the rear, at the Southeast corner of 
the property. 



Medway Residence 

146 N. Harvard Boulevard 

Significance Statement 

The Medway Residence is a textbook example of a Craftsman Airplane Bungalow, 
designed and built in 1912 as a speculative project by contractor Edward P. 
Klinkner, who had purchased the property from the original developers of Tract 
No. 818 the previous year.  He then sold the house to John and Emily Medway 
while it was under construction. 
 
The son of a Prussian-born farmer, Edward Peter Klinkner was born into a German 
immigrant community in the village of Cashton, in the Ocooch Mountains of 
Wisconsin, on October 13, 1875 and grew up in nearby Jefferson.  Trained as a 
carpenter, he moved to Los Angeles in 1906 and married Emma Miller in February 
of 1910.  Census records for 1910 show him as a contractor with employees.  
Besides working for clients, he also began purchasing vacant lots in order to build 
spec housing.  The Medway Residence was one of those projects.  He went on to 
remain in the construction business for many years.  He passed away on July 30, 
1941, at the age of 65.  His son, Robert, was serving as the secretary for the Los 
Angeles Chapter of the Building Contractors’ Association of California at the time 
of his father’s death. 
 
For the Medway House, Klinkner opted to use a Craftsman “Airplane” design.  
The house is one of the earliest examples of the concept where the main first-story 
has a low gabled roof and a much smaller second story is situated like an early 
cockpit in the center of that low roof with many designed as a sleeping room in 
summer weather with all-around access to breezes.  Many attributes of the standard 
Craftsman house are found in the Airplane Bungalow, such as low-pitched, gabled 
roofs with oversized eaves and exposed rafters that create a canopy effect, and 
bands of windows. 
 
In a 1925 Los Angeles Times article, the Airplane Bungalow is described by 
William H. Hyatt, a local designer/builder as follows “Strictly speaking, the word 
bungalow means a single storied house with a wide veranda, while an airplane 
bungalow is usually a complete bungalow on one floor with one or more additional 
rooms raised above the roof.  The main roof lines of this type of bungalow are 
designed so that the house will be complete without the second story.  It is the 
second story which provides the airy sleeping porch, the well-lighted attic and the 



pleasant bedrooms.”  This description of an Airplane Bungalow perfectly matches 
the design of the Medway House. 
 
Hyatt also notes that “Although airplane bungalows originated in Southern 
California, the states of Florida, Texas and New Mexico were quick to realize that 
here was the only type of house thoroughly suited to a warm climate and in 
consequence the popularity of the airplane house spread quickly through these 
states.” 
 
The origin of the airplane concept in housing may actually predate the period of 
elevated cockpits on airplanes.  The terminology for “airplaned” can also refer to 
the aspect of the airflow with the second story being above the winged roof and the 
air flowing through the house and out the upper story windows.  In some cases the 
upper floor was added to the low gabled roof of an existing Craftsman or Prairie 
style bungalow.  The subject house was originally constructed in its current two-
story configuration.  It embodies the textbook qualities of the airplane bungalow as 
a pure unaltered example that style. 
 
The Airplane Bungalow was found in many early 20th Century neighborhoods in 
Southern California, especially in Northeast Los Angeles and Pasadena.  Many 
have been lost as their neighborhoods transitioned to higher density housing, 
expanding commercial areas or giving way to larger single family houses.  
 
John Medway, the initial owner and occupant of the subject house, was born in 
Chudleigh, Devonshire, England on October 16, 1844 and immigrated to the 
United States in 1866 after being an apprentice in railroad mechanics for seven 
years.  His wife, the former Emily Elliot, was Baptized in Beeley, Derbyshire, 
England on February 11, 1844.  They were married around the time of her 
immigration in 1868.  They settled in Susquehanna, Pennsylvania, where John 
worked as a locomotive builder.  They were both naturalized as United States 
citizens in 1883.  Records show that they made at least one trip back to England, 
returning in 1896.  They had two children in Pennsylvania, Fred John Medway, 
born in 1869, and Cora Emily Medway (McGiffert), born in 1871.  The Medway’s 
moved to Boston in 1886, when John began working for the Fitchburg Railroad as 
a master mechanic, becoming the superintendent of the motive power for the entire 
system in 1892.  He was also the president of the New England Railroad Club in 
1897-98. 
 



He resigned his position with the Fitchburg Railroad in 1898 to take a job with a 
Chicago firm and then retired several years later, initially to Troy, New York and 
then to Los Angeles. 
 
After moving to Los Angeles, the Medways purchased their new home on Harvard 
Boulevard in 1912 and were to live there for the rest of their lives.  Emily died on 
May 9, 1931, at the age of 87 and John passed away on November 13, 1940 at the 
age of 97. 
 
The bungalow was inherited by their recently widowed daughter, Cora McGiffert, 
who lived there until her death on July 31, 1966, at the age of 95.  Her estate 
deeded the property to Ray and Anna Sweetman on August 22, 1967.  The 
Sweetmans sold it to Mildred E. Milledge on December 30, 1968.  She added 
several of her relatives to the title in February of 1973 and they all sold the house 
on December 17, 1974 to Mario Yap Tanshinkok and his wife, Letha Anita 
Davidson. 
 
On August 2, 1994, they put the property in a trust using the surname Tan.  Born 
Tan Chin Kok, in Amoy (aka Xiamen), Fujian Province, in Southeastern China on 
November 12, 1932, Mario Tan became a United States citizen in 1962 while he 
and his American wife were living in Wheat Ridge, Colorado at that time.  After 
Mario’s death at the age of 69, on March 19, 2002, Letha was to reside in the 
subject property another 18 years.  The house was transferred to the current owners 
on February 11, 2020. 
 
The Medway Residence appears to be the first Airplane Bungalow to be nominated 
as such for Historic Cultural Monument.  Two monuments, The Herivel House 
(HCM 370) and the Hanson-Puthoff House (HCM 752), display some attributes of 
the Airplane style, but are larger houses that are not pure examples of the Airplane 
design.  The Medway Residence shows the pure lines of the genre, making it a 
textbook example of a Craftsman Airplane Bungalow. 
 
The Medway Residence qualifies as a Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument 
because it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or 
method of construction as an excellent example of a Craftsman “Airplane 
Bungalow”. 
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Medway Residence, 146 N Harvard Boulevard, May 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 
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example in Aurora, Missouri

example in Bloomington, Indiana

Ferdinand N. Kahler house, New
Albany, Indiana

Airplane Bungalow

The Airplane Bungalow is a residential style of the United States dating
from the early 20th century, with roots in the Arts and Crafts Movement, and
elements also common to the American Craftsman style, and Prairie Style.[1] It
was more popular in the western half of the U.S., and southwestern and
western Canada.

General similarities to the California bungalow include low-pitched, gabled
roofs with oversized eaves and exposed rafters that create a canopy effect, and
bands of windows. In most accounts the special characteristic of "airplane"
bungalows is a single room on the second floor, surrounded by windows, said
to resemble the cockpit of an airplane, and designed as a sleeping room in
summer weather with all-around access to breezes.

One early example is the Pleasance House in Echo Park, Los Angeles, dating
from 1914. The style is described (in this source) as a variation of the Craftsman
style, characterized by "its 'pop-up' second story; low-pitched gable roof with
wide eaves and exposed structural members; wood clapboard siding; wood
windows (primarily double-hung, with some tripartite, fixed, and casement);
and prominent projecting front entrance porch."[2]

By April 1916 the style had "just reached" El Paso, Texas, with a house on the
south side of Montana Street (now Avenue). Newspaper coverage noted the
style's popularity in California for several years prior, and that "The room in the
top of the roof, which gives the bungalow its name, is designed as a sleeping
room."[3] The house of inventor and industrialist Ferdinand N. Kahler in New
Albany, Indiana, built circa 1920, meets that criteria with its second-story
sleeping room, even though the straightforward rectilinear design lacks gables
and overhangs, and was brick construction, not wood.[4]

Lewis Shaw Coleman House
L. A. and Adelheid Machemehl House

1. "Airplane Bungalow" (http://cityplanning.lacity.org/complan/othrplan/presplan/pdf/airpbungalow.pdf) (PDF).
DRAFT PRESERVATION PLAN WORKBOOK. cityplanning.lacity.org. June 12, 2003. Retrieved 17 August
2013.

2. "Los Angeles Department of City Planning RECOMMENDATION REPORT for Pleasance House" (https://planni
ng.lacity.org/odocument/9914226a-4c14-4192-a2d5-bb326011e123/CHC-2020-3288-HCM_(6-18).pdf) (PDF).
Los Angeles City Planning Dept. Los Angeles City Planning Dept. Retrieved 20 July 2020.

3. "The Airplane Bungalow Arrives" (https://www.newspapers.com/image/80107683/). El Paso Herald via
newspapers.com (subscribers only). 21 April 1916. Retrieved 21 July 2020.

4. "NRHP Cedar Bough Place Historic District" (http://floydlibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/CedarBoughPla
ceHistoricDistrict.pdf) (PDF). Floyd County (Indiana) Library. Retrieved 22 July 2020.
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Airplane Bungalow
By Joffre Essley

What is an Airplane Bungalow?

A bungalow is a type of house layout, borrowed from India, with one or one-
and-a-half stories. One variation of this style had a small second story
popping up in the middle of the house.  At the time airplanes often had a
cockpit sitting on top of the fuselage.  Since this second story resembled a
cockpit they started calling these "Airplane" Bungalows.

Usually these "cockpits" were only large enough to contain one or two
rooms.  Often the walls were lined with banks of windows, adding to the
resemblance.

While the "Airplane" etymology makes sense, some suggest that the name
and the plan predate flying. With open windows the second story would
create a pleasant draft in the summer months. A plane of air would flow
through the house and out the upper story windows. In this theory the
name was later confused with the use of elevated cockpits on airplanes.

"Airplaned" Bungalows were popular in the 1920's, and most of them were
built in the Craftsman style. Others more closely resemble the Prairie Style
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homes.

When I was walking through the Mission Hills neighborhood of San Diego I
saw several of these bungalows. Several had japonesque curved roofs and I
had a flashback to a trip to Japan. I recall seeing Japanese houses with a
similar pop-up second floor.  This may have been the inspiration for the
Airplane version of the bungalow, as the Craftsman style borrowed heavily
from Japanese design and construction techniques.

Here are a few of the Airplane Bungalow houses I came across, plus a few I
have gleaned from other sources.

Many of the houses in Mission Hills carry historical markers.  San Diego has
its own registry of historic homes.  Each home with a plaque had to file an
application, which included a report about the house, its history and its
architecture.
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The clipped gables give this Craftsman bungalow a different look, but it is
still an Airplane-styled Bungalow.  It seems a little more traditional because
it lacks a bank of windows.

Not every house improves with age. This house has had its porch enclosed
and a strange shed roof added to the cockpit area. The right owner could do
wonders with this house.
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In Mission Hills there are also a lot of Mission Revival homes.  There was a
lot of crossover between Craftsman and Mission Revival.  They both showed
off the structure of the house, and often had exposed ceiling beams. Many
Craftsman homes in the area had stucco walls, and many Mission homes
had Craftsman roofs and porches.  Here I see some cross-fertilization with
an Airplane Bungalow wearing Mission clothing quite comfortable.

At some point the second story loses its cockpit look and the whole effect
becomes rather like a traditional two story fronted by a bungalow. I would
not consider this an Airplane Craftsman Bungalow, although some would
debate this.

To Top of Page - Airplane Bungalow
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Building Permit History 

146 N. Harvard Boulevard 

Koreatown 

 
January 2 1912: Building Permit No. 14 to construct a 2-story, 6-room, 40’ X 40’ 

frame residence, at East side of Harvard Boulevard, 450’ North 
of First, on the South 30 Feet of Lot 54 and North 20 Feet of Lot 
53, of Tract No. 818. 

 Owner: Edward Klinkner 
 Architect: Klinkner 
 Contractor: Same 

Cost: $3,000.00 
 

October 13, 1914: Plumbing Permit No. 20156 to connect to city sewer.  
 Owner: John Meadways (misspelled on permit) 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: J. N. Littlejohn 

Cost: Not Listed 
 

December 18, 1933: Building Permit No. 17656 to construct a 1-story 16’ X 16’ 
frame garage. 

 Owner: John Medway 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: R. A. Elliot 

Cost: $200.00 
 
February 21, 2020 Plumbing Permit No. WO04204442 to install 1 gas valve. 

Owner: Letha Tan as Trustee of Tan Family Trust 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Eden Water 

Cost: Not Shown 
 
March 16, 2020: Building Permit No. LA45333 for interior remodel to the 

existing kitchen, remove a wall in the existing kitchen and 
remodel the existing second floor of SFD. (This permit has been 
superseded by 2020WL06461-kitchen wall will not be removed)  

 Owner: Gregory Kay and Jodie A, Mendelson Trustees 
   Kay/Mendelson Living Trust 
 Architect: Rafael Angel Santiago-Dieppa 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: A R M Builders Inc. 

Cost: $20,000.00 
 



 
 
 
September 22, 2020: Building Permit No. WL06461 for remodel to existing 2-story 

single family residence. 
 Owner: Gregory Kay and Jodie A, Mendelson Trustees 
   Kay/Mendelson Living Trust 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: South Coast Construction and Development 

Cost: $85,000.00 
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 Tract TR 818

 Map Reference M B 16-133

 Block None

 Lot 54

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) 2

 Map Sheet 138B193

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Wilshire

 Area Planning Commission Central

 Neighborhood Council Wilshire Center-Koreatown

 Council District CD 10 - Mark Ridley Thomas

 Census Tract # 2114.20

 LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning R1-1

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

  ZI-2462 Modifications to SF Zones and SF Zone Hillside Area
Regulations

  ZI-2374 State Enterprise Zone: Los Angeles

 General Plan Land Use Low II Residential

 General Plan Note(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No

 Specific Plan Area None

      Subarea None

      Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay None

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      Subarea None

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 RFA: Residential Floor Area District None

 RIO: River Implementation Overlay No

 SN: Sign District No

 Streetscape No

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

146 N HARVARD BLVD

 

ZIP CODES

90004

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

CHC-2021-1133-HCM

ENV-2021-1135-CE

 

CASE NUMBERS

ORD-64763

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

      Residential Market Area Medium-High

      Non-Residential Market Area High

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 1

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line 15

 500 Ft School Zone Active: Harvard Elementary School

 500 Ft Park Zone No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5517017025

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 KAY,GREGORY S CO TR KAY MENDELSON TRUST

      Address 146 N HARVARD BLVD 
LOS ANGELES CA 90004

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner TAN, MARIO & LETHA (TRS) M. & L. TAN FAMILY TRUST 8-2-94

      Address 146 N HARVARD BL 
LOS ANGELES CA 90004

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.177 (ac)

 Use Code 0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence

 Assessed Land Val. $45,475

 Assessed Improvement Val. $26,496

 Last Owner Change 02/11/2020

 Last Sale Amount $850,008

 Tax Rate Area 67

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 6-749-52

  6-46

  3-485

  1556896

  0-493-95

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1912

      Building Class D55B

      Number of Units 1

      Number of Bedrooms 4

      Number of Bathrooms 1

      Building Square Footage 1,822.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5517017025]

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone Outside Flood Zone

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site None

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

No

 Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 1.6831056

      Nearest Fault (Name) Puente Hills Blind Thrust

      Region Los Angeles Blind Thrusts

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 0.70000000

      Slip Geometry Reverse

      Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 19.00000000

      Rupture Top 5.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 25.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 7.10000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction No

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone Redesignated until Dec 2021

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Housing+Community Investment Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website http://hcidla.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5517017025]

 Ellis Act Property No

 AB 1482: Tenant Protection Act See Notes

      Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5517017025

      Address 146 N HARVARD BLVD

            Year Built 1912

            Use Code 0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence

            Notes The property is subject to AB 1482 only if the owner is a corporation,
limited liability company, or a real estate investment trust.

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Olympic

                Reporting District 2014

 Fire Information  

      Bureau West

           Batallion 5

                District / Fire Station 52

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.
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Address: 146 N HARVARD BLVD Tract: TR 818 Zoning: R1-1

APN: 5517017025 Block: None General Plan: Low II Residential

PIN #: 138B193   714 Lot: 54  

 Arb: 2  


	CHC-2021-1133-HCM_MedwayResidence_UC.pdf
	RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission:
	FINDINGS
	BACKGROUND

	CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION
	Medway Residence HCM Full Application.pdf
	Medway Residence HCM Application (signed).pdf
	Medway Residence HCM Application (Page 1-3).pdf
	Medway Residence HCM Application (Page 4)

	Medway Residence  Architectural Description
	Medway Residence Significance Statement
	Medway Residence Bibliography
	Medway Residence, 146  N Harvard Boulevard, Sep 16, 2020, CJ20-28-04
	Medway Residence, 146  N Harvard Boulevard, Sep 16, 2020, CJ20-28-05
	Medway Residence, 146 N Harvard Boulevard, May 12, 2020, CJ20-17-27
	5517-017-025
	Airplane Bungalow - Wikipedia
	What is an Airplane Bungalow_
	Bungalow O Bungalow – House Style-2
	Medway Letter to New England Railroad Club-03-06-1923
	New England Railroad Club Meeting, Boston-Daily-Globe-Mar-10-1897-p-7
	Medway Resigns, Boston-Daily-Globe-May-21-1898-p-14
	Los Angeles Times Articles
	Airplane Home Popular-1925
	Contractors Elect Shidler President-1940
	Klinkner Obituary-1941
	This Magazine is a Real Cottage Industry-1992

	Building Permit History, 146 N Harvard Boulevard
	Building Permits
	Building Permits.pdf
	1912LA00014-1
	1912LA00014-2
	1914LA20156-1
	1914LA20156-2
	1933LA17656-1
	1933LA17656-2
	2020WO04304442-1
	2020WO04304442-2
	2020LA45333-1
	2020LA45333-2
	2020LA45333-3

	2020WL06461-1
	2020WL06461-2
	2020WL06461-3

	Photographs


	Medway_Final.pdf
	RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission:
	FINDINGS
	BACKGROUND


	CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION




